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British Consulate General,

Ec 1 34 ALGI S.

No : 23. - --
o1.th February 19+7.

Sir,

I have the honour to report that the Hondurian Steamship
TJLUA", an ex-corvette, entered the bay of Algiers on the morning of

Saturday, 8th February, and proceeded to the other side of the bay
where she anchored in a creek near La Perousse. It would appear that
the Master of the ship then got in touch with Messrs. Joseph Lasry &
Fils, steamship agents, with whom he had communicated by wireless,
asking to be supplied with water and a certain quantity of oil fuel.
Later on in the afternoon, while lying anchored in the dreek, a
number of Jewish passengers were'allowed on the deck and this was
seen by the local inhabitants, who in due course informed a press
reporter. At about four o'clock the ship was brought into Algiers
harbour with hatches battened dewn and no passengers visible. She
took on oil and water and left Algiers at ten o'clock the same
evening, clearing for the port of Genoa.

2. Regularly everyday, around mid-day or early in the afternoon,
a member of the staff goes round the port to see what ships are in
harbour and to look out for anything suspicious. This was duly done

on the day in question but at that time the Ulua was still lying
anchored up a creek on the other side of the bay and was therefore not
noticed.

3. The first notification I had that there was anything suspic-
ious was when a brief report appeared in the .local Press on Tuesday
morning. I immediately made the necessary enquiries and informed
Malta and Port Said of my suspicions.

1+. I asked for the local manager of the firm of Joseph Lasry
to call upon me butt in his absence, a Chief Clerk who had been left in
charge presented himself. I pointed out to him that he must have
1now~n that the ship in question for which he had accepted the agency
by wireless was a peculiar case and that if they ever again had dealings
with an illegal Jewish immigrant ship, ag presumably the Ulua was, I
should be forced to recommend that the agencies for certain British
lines which they held should be withdrawn from them. Mr. Aldrey, the
Chief Clerk in question, stated that they had received a wireless
message from the Ulua asking them to act as the ship's agents to obtain
oil fuel and water and that until he actually saw the vessel his sus-
picibns- were not aroused.

5. He stated that when he went on board the vessel only the crew
were visible and that therefore the Jewish immigrants must have been
battened down below. He further stated that the Master appeared to
have plenty of ready cash and paid his bills in United States dollars.
He protested that he would never handle a similar case again, as he
anticipated that Mr. seph Lasry, Senior, the owner of the firm would
be very upset about it as he values his connection with United Kingdom
Steamship Comanies.

6. I next paid a visit to Mr. Perillier, the Prefect of Algiers,

pointing out that the arrangement which we had come to about informing
ire of any craft calling here and suspected of carrying illegal
immigrants to Palestine had not been observed and that both Port lice

and Customs authorities who allowed this ship to clear for Genoa must
have been extremely unobservant or obtuse if they had not noticed

His Majesty's Prin ipal Secretary of State / anything
for Foreign Affairs,

etc., etc., etc., a

Foreign Office,

LOMIDON, S.W. 1.



4I~

anything peculiar. about the visit of this ship. The Prefect fully
agreed that the Port Authorities had failed in their duty and
promised to give them a good shaking up to ensure that in future
any such cases should be reported to himself and to me immediately.
He thought that they had got rather slack about such matters as, as
far as is known, this is j he first fully-loaded supposedly illegal
Jewish imigrant ship which has used the port of Algiers.

7. I have given strict instructions to the clerk in charge
of our shipping office that we must in future keep a much stricter
watch during week-ends and that in addition to his daily round of
the port he is to call upon the port police every Monday morning
to ensure that no suspicious craft have entered the port at any time
during the week-end.

8. I trust that these additional precautions wil, prove a
satisfactory safe-guard against doubtful ships being able to sneak
in and out of the port without my prompt knowledge of such cases.
I propose to mention this matter to the Governor General when the
first suitable opportunity presents itself, although I am convinced
that the French authorities here take a friendly attitude in this
matter, any fault lying with negligence among their subordinates.

9. A copy of this despatch is being sent to His Majesty's
Ambassador at Paris and to the Commander in Chief, Mediterranean,
at Malta.

I have the honour to be,
With the highest respect,

Sir,
Your most obedient, humble Servant,

CLAL
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If the Honduras Government eventually agree to
the principle of diversion of illegal immigrant
ships and if a vessel still registered as
Honduranean turns up, we shall be able to take
action. But the present case does not fulfil
these conditions. '4e-Ac, S .4
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Cypher/4TP

Mr. Fowler
No: 6
RtE~February, 19.7.

DPPATIEMTAL No.L.

FROM TH( UCXGALPA Td FORSiNLQFICE

1)., 5. 25p.m.
R. 2. 00a. m.

11111

KATE.A /E 16Y

Your t elegram No. 5 regarding S..S. Ulta.

I am inforiaed by the Minister for Foreign Affairs
that the Honduranean Government have no (repeat no)
ob jeotion to the arrest of the above ship on the high
seas and her diversion to Cyprus as she has no

fla this vessel IiffXg niir so to
Tii on Trad ng company New York, and her certificate
at registry cancelled cn November 21st last.

2. With regard to agreement in principle, the
Honduranean Government considering the matter, result
of which will be telegraphed in due course.

,. I .
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24th Februarx,1947.
25th February,1947.
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With the compliments of

-the Under Secretary of State

for the Colonies.

Colonial Office,
Downing Street,
a - 1942.
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CE. Downing Street,
s * w *1.

76021/54 26th February, 1947.

Dear Chadwick,

As you will see from the exchange of telegrams
between the Foreign Office and our representative in
Honduras, the agreement of that Government in the inter-
ception of the "Ulua" was sought, but unfortunately it
appeared that the "Ulua"s Honduranean registry had been
cancelled in November. It has therefore not proved
possible to. intercept this vessel and divert her to Cyprus,
since both Admiralty and Foreign Office hold that we must
have a cast iron case before putting a new procedure into
operation.

It has therefore become a matter of prime importance
that we should have as soon as possible the most
authentic information about the countries of registry of
suspect ships, and I should be grateful it you would
ensure that your representatives abroad are so instructed,
and advised to notify you iirnediately of any change of
registry.

Perhaps we could have information about the present
registration of the 14 ships contained in your letter to
Fitzgerald. On the whole it would I think, be better to
defer approaches to the Governments concerned until we

/gave
MAJOR CHADWICK.



have evidence that the ships are on their way to Palesttneyso as to avoid giving away our intentions too soon
I am sending copies of this letter to Beith and Dodda.

Yours sincerely,

e
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Cypher/0TP

FROM PARIs TO FOREIGN QFFICR.

1%''ADMIRALTY.

Mr. Duff Cooper.
No. 175

D. 12.15
R. 11.27

p.m.
a. m.

26th
26th

February

26th February 1947.

yV

IMPORTANT-

Please pass
B.N.A. 261140.

following to Admiralty from

[Begins].

SECRET.

Reference telephone conversation S.S. Mervin,not (repeat not) at present at Marseilles. Cannotfind in Lloyds index. Please check name as thereis ship ex Mersine now Emek nationality Turkish.No information as to present whereabouts.

~t~; ~

1%

1947.
1947.

1 736
FES

FROM F.RIS TO FQR IGN OFFICE.

' .
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Cypher/OTP FEB DPARTMTLNo,.

FROM TEQUCIGALPA TO F ORiGN JFI

Mr. Fowler "3). 6.00 p.m. 26th February 1947
R. 6.50 a.m. 27th February 1947

26th February 1947

IMMGIATE00IDNTIA --

My telegram No. 6.s7 / (f 612Y 4i w

Minister for Foreign Affairs today informs me that he-.
has beef, wrongly informed by the Ministry of War Marine
and Aviation regarding the steamship "Ulua". It now
transpires that thie ship be~cags to Caribbean Atlantic
Shipping Corporation of Panama and that she flies the
Honduras flag in virtue of a provisional certificate of
registry extended by the Honduras Consul General New York
November 21st 1946 valid for six months.

2. Minister for Foreign Affairs has today
telegraphed the Honduras Consul General New York informing
him that the ship is fraudulently carrying considerable
number of Jews and instructing him to inform the owners
that it is liable to be intercepted on the high seas by
British authorities and that if she enters Palestinian
terttorial waters or if proved to be eng4ed in illicit
traffic on the high seas certificate of registry will
be automatically withdrawn.

3. Reply to "agreement in principle" not yet received.

[Copy sent to Middle East Secretariat)

FEU

c 4 r~i
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INWARD TELEGRAM

.---- d±
r

Cypher (o.T.P.)

FROM PALESTIE
E

(Gen. Si.r A. Cunning ham)'
1891

p

). 28th February,
R. 28th "

MAR
1947.

" 13.31 h ra.

No.439 Secret.

Illegal Immigration.

There are persistent reports that ships arriving inthe near future (e.g. ULUA) will carry American crowa, the
objec tive being to embroil is with the U.S. over any untowardincidents or prosecutions which may result. If these areon board when ships are apprehended and can be identified, they
will be prosecuted for abetting illegal immigration. You maywish to consider whether it would be desirable to give the
U.S 4 authorities advance notification of this intention.

No.10 Downing Street - P.S. to Prime Minister.Lord President .- Private Secretary.
Admiral ty - Private Scre tary.

It FhirwsAt Sma d#wmA
t!

War Office

" t * f(.o.4.

" " (.I.3.
Air Minis try

1" f

Cabinet
I,

3
Offices

Foreign Offtoe
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Ministry of Defence
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.I.5-
Ministry of Transport
Dom RgOn Research Dept.
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ii 4 V W bea JLor .Q

- Mr. G.Co.B. odd.
- Private Secretary.
- .I...
- Lt.Col. J.G, Atkinson.
- Lt. Col. W. Gore.
- Chief of Air Staff.
- Private Secretary.
- Sir N. Brook.

Mr. E.A. Armstrong.
- Private secre tary.
- r. C.W. Baxter.
- ur. Beith.
- Private Secretary.
- Sir H. Wilson Smith.
- Defence Registry.
- Mu- J-c. R-bertson.
- Private Secretary.
- Air Commodore K.C.Busa.
- Priyato Secretarg,
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OUTWARD TELEGRAM

76021 /46A/47

Code

tr, / '
-f

TO PALEST INE (Gen.

FROM 3.OF S. , OLONIES

Sent 8th March, 1947. 22.30 hrs.

No, 474 Confidential 0

Your telegram No.

I should be grateful:
regarding action taken against
you will repeat your reports to
if American nationals involved.

/ \ij. (4
439 Secret.

for earliest information
crew of "ULUA." Request

H.M. Ambassador, Washington,

Copies sent to:-
No. 10 Downing Street
Lord President
Admiralty

"t

Tar
"!

t f

"i"M.
Ai Ministry

Mf

Cabinet
n .

L..

Offices
"U

Foreign Office
VtV

if

Ministry
nt

V.1.5.
- DminionOffice.
Minitstry of\ Transport
Foreign Office (Research

DepartmentJ

- P.S. to Prime Minister
- Private Secretary.
- Private Secretary.
- First Sea Lord.

Mr. G.C.B. Dodds.
- Private Secretary.
- C.I.G.S.
- Lt. CoL. J.G. Atkinson.

.. Lt Col w sGore,

- Private secretary,
-Chief of Sir Staff.

- Sir N. Brook.
- Mr. E. A. Armstrong0
- Private Secretary.

Mrs C.W. Baxter,
- Mr. Beith.
- Private Secretary.
- Sir Henry Wilson Smith.

Defence Registry.
- Mr. J.C. Robertson.
- Private Secretary.
- Private Secretary.

Air Connodore K. C.

'0 2iv
,1

1.

:17
Sir A. gham)

Office
"

of Defense
I,

- _J-_-_ -"1 - - - ------ -

Buss.,



INWARD TELEGRAM

I S( L4' Si

Crpher (0,1 T.P. )

Cuiningham)

D. lt h March,
R. 11th

1947.
I. 222O hr8e. IN DXD

No. 529 Confidential,

Ad dre s.ed to Sic}of S.
Repeated to ashingto, No

Your confidential No. 474.

ULUA.

10 persons were handed over by the Navy t the police
as being members of the crew of this ship. They had no paper
at all. 2 of them, who' claimed to be America citizenswere
interviewed by the United States Vice Consul o nroms Jerusalem,
who got nothing out of them but staement tha t they ha d been
born in the United States of America. and now wanted to be
treated in the szame manner as other immigrante;

2 No (repeat no) evidence .to showt that these 10 were
in fact crew members. A carbon paper .ouw oni ord the UUA
was apparently a crew list of 33 moersj, 17 ol whomw1ere-
listed as being United States c1iZens3 But none of the
names of the 10 mentioned above correspond e itin any of the
names on this crew list

S

/

Sir A.FROMir! PESNN(Gen.

TO28 OF 8. COLONIES.

2

i
i
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1959

MAR

Minutes.

0)J

At the suggestion of Mr. Perowne, the
panamanian Charge d'Affaireihas been in
touch with me about the registration of
Jewish illegal immigration vessels under
panamanian flag. He gave me the names of
the following vessels which he suspected
of being involved in the traffic:-

"San Dimitrio"

"San Miguel"

"San Basilio"

"San Tusebio"

"San Filippo"

Senor Morales
investigation he
concerned were t
the part of John
their master's.
called Rethymnos

both of which arrived
in Palestine waters with
illegal immigrants and
have presumably been
impounded.

(The Panamanian Legation
have cancelled her
registry and she is
stuck at Gothenburg).

about whose whereabouts
the Legation asked for
information.

(Reported to
Marseillel).

told me that on

beat

considered that the owners
he victims of bad faith on.
Eliadis, formerly one of
The owners are, I believe,
and Kyriakis.

Senor Morales asked me whether we could
give him any information about the whereabouts
of the "San Filippo" and the "San Eusebio".
After consulting M.I. . I told him that,,
according to our information, the "San Eusebid
was still at Copenhagen on February 25th,
and the "San Filippo" was at Marseilles I
also asked him to make enquiries about the
registry of the following ships:-

"San Dimilios" now at Antwerp

"San Spiridon" at Stockholm.

He had never heard of the
and thought she could not
panamanian registry. He
enquire immediately of hi
Antwerp. He had heard o
but he understood that he
registry had been refused
to hear that she was regi
He promised to look into

.. aA .1

"San Dimilios"
have been given
would, however,
s colleague in
f the "San Spiridon"
r application for

and he was surprised
stered as Panamanian.
her position. also.

J.G.S. Beith
4th March, 47.
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LEGACION DE PANkAh
London, 4th March, 1947

No. CL-510, -
EAM

Dear Sir, E 12010'
I have the pleasure to confirm our telephone conversation of

this morning when I informed you that,-fit . request! of Mr.Minas

Rethymnis and duly authorized by my rnment to-day

issued resolutions cancelling the panamanian registry of the

following vessels: "SAN DIMITRIOS", "SAN BASILIO", "SAN MIGUEL",

"SAN 'ILIPO" and "SAN EUSEBIO".

The person responsible for the illegal traffic of these vessels

is, as I mentioned then and which you evidently must have known for

some time, a Japtain John Eliadis, a Greek subject, whose address.

at the moment is not quite known but who has been seen recently at

Antwerp, Stockholm and Marseille. John Eliadis as p-rincipal share-

holder and President of the companies owning these vessels, was the

real owner ans was directly responsible -for the management of all

the vessels.

Mr. Minas Rethymnis whom, as a result of my investigations,I ha-

ve been able, I am happy to say, to clear completely from any par-

ticipation in this regrettable and sordid affair, was himself only

a nominee in the said companies and only accepted the appointments

to satisfy certain requirements of the panamanian law.He was, as

were al) other people concerned, a victim of the bad faith of Cap-

tain John Eliadis.The firm of Rethymnis & Kulukundis,Ltd.,Holland

House, Bury Street, E..3 had incidentally no part in the matter

and only acted on certain occasions as depositaries of funds belong
ing to Mr. Eliadis.

As I mentioned to you, I have been able to prevent the SAN

BASILIO from sailing from Gotenburg,Sweden. Thanks to the information

which you have given me as to the whereabouts of the SAN EUSEBIO

and the SAN FILIPO, I believe that I will be able to prevent their

sailing from Uopenhaguen and Marseille; I have already given

instructions to that effect.I regret that we were too late in res-

pect of the SAN DIMITRIOS and the SAN MIGUEL and I duly note that

they have been confiscated.

J.G.S.Beith,Esq.,
Eastern Department,
The Foreign Office,S.W.1
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What you say._.as. regards the SAN SPYRIDON has taken nte somewhat by

surprise. It is true that an application for panamani an registry

was received several months ago at the Consulate General in London

but the.prop dings were suspended because of defects of certain

vital docuneiit; the whole matter has now of course been cancelled

and the vessel is, as far as I know, without panamanian registry.

What you say is disturbing and I am taking steps to ascertain the

position here.

I do not believe that the SAN
and it shall certainly not be
Consul at Antwerp and I shall
reports which I receive.

DIMILIOS is under ti
,if I can help it.:
not fail to let you

h
I

Le panamanian flag
have warned our

know the various

I do not wish to clc
Foreign Office, on1
my gratitude for yo
matter. The .anama
many advantages to
word speculation.
to any shipowner or
of our flag.

ose my
behalf
ur exce
flag. is
shipown
I shall
Master

lette
of th
lent

much
ers,

most
who

r without expressing to you and the
e Government of Panama and my own,
co-operation in this deplorable

L too good a flag and offer much too
to permit the mere mention of the
certainly make a "guerre a outrance"

abuses of the advantages and protectior

-.-- Yours sincerely

Eusebio'~. Morales
Charge d'Affa'ires

y ~11'

U
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Panamanian Charge
d'Affaires

(From Mr. Beith)
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Copies to

Colonial Office,
Mr. Higham.

Admiral ty,
Mr. Dodds.

M. I .5,
Major Chadwick,

with copyof lette
under reply.

.A

FOREIGN OFFICE S.W.l.

March , 1947.

PERSONAL & CONFIDENTIAL

My dear Charge d'Affaires,

Thank you for your letter of March 4th

in which you vere good enough to confirms to me

that you kadeon that day cancelled the Panamian

registrytofnfive vessels involved in the Jewish

illegal immigrants traffic.

This department greatly appreciated your

helpful cooperation in the matter and, in view

of your expressed intention to prevent the

Panamanian flag from being misused by the

organisers of this illegal traffic, I venture

to draw your attention to a further five vessels,

details of which are as follows:-

Ship Location Approximate
Capacity

Snap < agony. Haarlem .1,000

Shoreham Cardiff 1,000

Lowestoft Cardiff 1,000

An1X Gibraltar 500

Laconia Gibraltar 1,000

All these vessels are reported to be under

P ari registry and we have good reason for

believing that they are l to be employed

in the illegal Jewish immigrant traffic. It

would be reatly appreciated if you would look

into the and, if our information is con-

firmed, take the necessary steps with regard to

removing their Pa ALregistry.

Yours sincerely
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FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1.

Itrr 1a!' larch,

No. I 2010/84/31

PERSONAiL AN.U(OON FIDENYTIL

;My dear Charg4 d'Affaires,

Thank you for your letter' 4th March, in
which you were gooc enough to dpritn to me that you
had on that day cancel led the 1ina ian registry of
five vesels involved in the Jewish illegal. iimnigrant
traffic.

This depart ent greatlyy appreciate our helpful
cooperation in the atter and, in view of y our
expressed intention to prevent the Panamanian flag
from being misused by the organisez of this illegal
traffic, I venture to draw your attention to a further
five vessels, details of which are s follows:-

Ship

Snapdragon
Shoreham

LonestHoft
Anal (ex Earl
Zetland)

Laconia

of

LocatIon

Haarlem
Cardiff
Cardiff

(ibraltar

Gibralt ar

Approximate
Capacity

1 ,000
1 ,000
1 ,000

500
1 ,000

$enor Don: iEusebio
Panaiminian Legat

123, Warnford
Throgmorton

1.C.2.

i on,
Court,
S tr ;eet

1947.

lies,

t r,:

+;:": ,,

r .

7.

. .ti_;T ,.5



All these vessels are reportea. to be under
Panamanian registry and we have good reason
for believing that they are destined to be
employed in the illegal Jewish imraigrant
traffic.. It would be greatly appreciated
if you would look into the ease of these
veesels arnd, i our information is
confirmed, take the necessary Step3 with
reg r1 to removing their Panaaanian registry.

You rs sinc ere1Y

fd (J . G . . B e i t h
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INWARD TELEGRAM
r

f

Cypberx(O.TP.)
DE

INDEXE~D

FROM PAL.8Tnra (General

TO.. -:. 0F a., COLONIES.

D. 5th March,
R, 5th

1947.
" 21.55 2032?

TMEI8ATo

No.489 Top

V

Li'Sereot.

Adess3ed
Repeated

S. of 8.
?aris($of s. please pass
Vyprus No.25 and
C..--C.(Govrnorof Malta

myNo, 282)

as mr No.281)1

Illegal immigrant ship named ABRIL (vide orre sponnce
ending with your telegram no.77) is noi expected here within
the next day or two. As you are aware, this ship i
sponsored by the Bergson group and her passengers, of who
600 are raorted to have been ombarkad at. Marieil1tis on

1st March, may therefore be presumed to be militant revisionists
and to represent potential reinforcements for Trgun %rai Leumi.

2. It is clearly out of the 'question to admit a shipload
cf' this kind to Palestine, tthil3t it would b}, almost equally

-i .r - ble to send them to Cyprus, -here they would infect
.:... br detained immigrants with their extremism. The

..a'i3h Agency have been asked for their vies as to disposalo
these people and have reserved their reply.. Undoubtedly tiey
(and the bulk of'local Jewish opinion) would at heart welcome
their diversion fror Palstine to- Cyprus, but it is unlikely
that they ill hove' tho fr ankness to o ay ro fiicially or
that they will be helpful on practical aspects.

3. Clearly the most drastic action is required to meet
the situation prec3ented by this new development in illegal
immigration. In the circumtan c3s, if it i confirmed on f)

their arrival that tie ABRIL pas.se3ongers are revision1 ist and
that they wero embarked at a French port, te only altern tive

would appear to be to ship the m back 7hen ey re;y am

. ... .

/"""

. ...

'

,r

air A. unningham)

INWARD TELEGRAM
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OUTWARD TELEGRAM

K
76021/47

4rpher (0, T.P. )

TO PASTIW(Genral. A. unningham)

8ent 7th March,

IlDIATE
No.46 Tp%,i.

No.281

eret.

Addressed
Repeated

1947. 23.00-rs.

HiLh Commisaionei Palestine.
Governor CJpru u8No LO3.

.- i-C.- Mditerraneen.
H.A. Ambassador Paris.

Your telegram No.489, repeated to OQprus No.25 ,and 1.-in-0. Mediterranean No.282.

As you are aware theK question of turning backC iLlegalinigrant ships to their ports of origin was considered as aresult of. your telegram No.1212 of the 25th Julr 1946 (not toall addressees), The suggestion was not considered feasiblenot only from the practical naval point of view but altobecause of the legal objections to divertingforeign ships andbecause there was no obligation on the countries of origin toaccept the return of Jews who were not their nationals.

Even if it were not impraoticable with our existing
resources to tranezrt these people to France in British hips,the two other and principal difficulties would atill remain,
and are in try opinion, and that of the Foreign Office,
insurmuntable,

Although revisionist organisers of AEILw ouldundoubtedly attempt to transport as many of their sym athisers
as possible, they will have to draw on the normal pool ofirmigrants, and there is no evidence that passengers are infact o any different calibe or political codnictions fromthe gefneral run, If the security authorities are able to
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INWARD TELEGRAM

entte to any perofn
paraphrased jt the
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Seiieei~authort~edI

TO -. O' * Mo ite3.r

R. 3th 2C 50 . -hzk x ) f
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3ec v

Add ressed
created 1

INEaXE D

to ie of
to Pris

*C.~ ina (4 Me. ip 297

Your telegram No P468

Revisionist ship ABRI~e I fully ppre3iate th

objectofls to intercepting or coenting to dver n t

ship and did not suggest iit S. ynt ent ion washt i A r~ f

passenger on arrival hould be pI.ceg ondbon llea

ship (if this coold be made avaiable ad
whence they came.

2 I hope teat HAM.o. would be prepared to request

French Governnflt to accept their return (as cn t

one of the o purposes of the Anglo-rnch '.reay of d:u ivrov
fo no other reason) T+' Vhe Frnch Govrnment deci:ne ,

should be no wore off than we ar t presen -

Al thoUh I

fassenerre irgun
1are

ca uo te good r'easo~n I

. 4, S.n hi ship a sigte 50
LMhp"rlail now toola te to pursue my

morning, " " - . dand e mutrepeat the uualpro

sar ely) dificti~es~ wiL ic$ a:
le isurountblethe 
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INWARD TELEGRAM

F_ ALSTINj (Gene SicrA

O_8,_O _, COLONIE_8,

Cunninghr)

D. 9th Mareh, i9L7
Re 9th " "

No i+

Add ressed
2Repeated

t o Seof 84 .
to iyru 0 o 28

iilga1 immigrant ship ARIL,

ABRIL was intercepted on 8th March and hoardd
at 2030 hour off J affa and brocugh t 1ntoHaif a without

2 Trnhi prnent toa
SHELTER ws acopihed w
imnigrants aboard her are
Two irmigrants have Izanded

the EMPIF REST and thc EMPR
ithout incident and 599 llega
nlow onT ther way to Cyprus:

2,0 pexsons, believed to consttute
thought. o ne Americans, have been detaie.,
also tw newspaper corresipondents on board&

the crew rand

There re
They too have
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Sir A, *unningham)
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"? 2.15 hrs
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No.22(.f1.
YS Majesty's Minister at Parms

regents his compliments to H.M Pr
and has the honour to transmit totemh e und me naibnd$
documents.t2

British...IAge.tion,

.eb1.hxy..24th, 194.7
Reference to previous correspondence:

Description of Enclosure.

Name and Date. Subject.

Clipping from local
newspaper, "Panama Amer:
Februa ry 21st, 1947.

Jewish Refugees.

3479A 25019-2 (4

..

,'..f1



RP-Regislered
Ships Used For.
Secret Voyages

STOCKHOLM, Feb. 21-(UP)
-The sale last year of five
ships-each 60 years old-by
Swedish shipping company
SVEA to an unnamed Panama
shipping company on behalf of
a Jewish Refugee Organization
in Europe came to light today
when the Swedish Sailors As-
sociation .blacklisted one of the
vessels because of tts half-rot-
ten condition.

The vessels, all 2,000 tons,
were the San 'Basilio, San Mi-
guel, San Spiridon, San Filipo
and San Dimitro.

Expressen, a Stockholm af-
ternoon paper, said three of
the ships were in Swedish har-
bors for repair after secret
trips in the Mediterranean.

The ship which Swed-s -
ors banned was an Basilio,
wnich wag to
sign a crew in Gothenburg.

Sailors from the San Dimitro
interviewed by Expressen said
all , five ships flew Panama
colors and used Swedish crews
only as far as Marseilles.

After returning to Stockhc.m
they recognized pictures of
ships in Haifa harbor, they
said.

The ships were .appareny
transporting refugees from
Scandinavia' and various Med-
iterranean ports, Expressen
said.Ep n
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Clipping from SPanama American"
February 21st, 1947.
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CIAC/ e-

Colonial Offioe,

Do"Wig tret

76021/46i'/47.

ionriditia.

M{y dear Dodds,

suspected

C olonial
and '"Lowes0F

there is,
Gibralter'.
success in
Charge d'A
ships. I
cancellti
departure
refusir o
deper on
shit i ly

As you a:re
of beipg P

to les1ti
4orts. Th

aware there are several vessl

ne wniich are; now in Lritish or
r+ .re cat O9 'Ga ,r the I .si\areham" r t

tbot", both of .anant nian registry, while

The Foreigrn Offioe are hving conider.cle
tteir efforts to persuade the Prianirn

ffaires to cancel the regirtvry of upect
t i: nct clar, however, etithe'r 

on of regibstry will initself prevent the

of a ship or 1ead to the port thorities
learansuce I understand that this would
the laws of the country in whose port he
,n!g.

I shulo er 'urstefal. if a or senlysid-e

could advie tie whatJ rth poW icon t, in r~hibeAtrtry
and whether action ou;ld be ;akLen to prcilt the two
ships in Cardiff ailin (a) if the Panamanian registry
is cancelled (b) if it is not.

fi tted
it is als posiOOble that

'.th inadequate life-baving
the ships may be
eqUipLnC fl, Ju d gingL

/by.. .... "

0

.C.Bi.

Vz
1947*
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by hestnda d
Per aps r look-.
obs utton f
that ev ery form:

9hi that arrive in alestine.
. 0 u be ept to see that every '}aoed n th way of these vessels and

of admirstrative delay is eiployed.

whst &re V

looking in

It

in
to

mig~t-e'useiiA r . Beith

rulations abuut giving
xrench and other foreign
the Gibraltar situation.,

could inquire
amd withholding
ports. I a1

Co pies of thiA
K le-, d

letter re bcing scent. to

Yours incercLy,

P.S. I should be grateful for a very urgent reply
as my Secretary of State is most anxious to have anestimate of the numbers of immigrants likely to reachPalestine in the next few months and much depends on
the answers to this letter.

Beith,

.^;:ti .;. .
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1HI. 9000
Ext.8e

ADMIRALTY, 8. W.l1.

M/NID.0281/47 14th March, 1947.

My dear John,

Thank you fa* your letter* 76021/46A/47 of the
12th Marh dbout the SHOREHAN aM I OW 0.

2. l need hardly tll you that these two ships
have been exrwising our maindS very onsiderably
as we are responsible for their having fallen into
undesirable Mids.

3. You will be glad to hear that both ships are in
need of repair and that instructions haye been given
for repair licenoes to be refused. The LWEEONT
could not in heb par sent condition ven be towed
say. The SHDRE*AMweld be towed away but could not
move unaer he emn pomr. We shall keep our esa
open for en opportunity of preventing her departure
by means of technical and adinitrative obstruction.

4. 1 am sending copies of this Je tter to the
recipient of yors. I expect that Dalemhop who has
relieved Ksenlyside will be able to ansmee the other
points in pee letter.

Yours ever,

G.C.3. DODDS

.TD. High Esq.,
Colonial
Doining Stret,
s.W.1.



For the inforimation of J. Beith sn.,

/ / .

ear 
./h,1947.

( r ? / J/

Joential (arier of illeal Aidaranta to Paosin

I refer to y ur letter dtud l2th I rt , 1947 et
76023/46A a&resd to bddaS iA/iralty, a e. py of wdah
was sent to meen3yide vho has nr left the Jdinistry.

We hwe sught the opiin of the Treury :oliitor
on the pinta raised in y .ur letter and he hs advied as
tollows:

"Arrest of a ship ao only be ef'feted by the issue
of a writ, p1elin iary to Court prooeedings. There are,
however, in certain ases a riht under the .. Acts to
deta in a foreign ship.

I would point out that an offioer taf Custs i under
a staut>ry duty to refuse clearance or transit to any
ship until. the Mater f the ,vhii has declared to that off'ie
the n:ame of the nation to whioh h& la that iap belong.
If a aip attiepta to proceed to8i sea w itout uch alearanme
ahe mey be detained.

All that is required of the aster a de1aration so
that Jae mare tact that ner reistration has been cancell.d,
although it ight cause a slight &l y, o uld eau13y be got
over by the Master aking a deleratin to the Oust :a ff ier.

J. B. Hna, q., /er
Colonial ottiae,

downing £Strst, S.W.1.



If the papers were i trwise in order the siqp wouid be
entitd tolerance. i foreignaship an under S3ti n 462
of the Meant hipping .ct 1894. be detained if safee by
reason o defective onditin f -,7fher h 1 equignents, or
maohinery, or by rason of overloading or wpropor loading
or by reason of une+manning". Thia i soiewhat limte
as you will see. If the ship i going to sail in bll..aat
and bolda cooventon certifioate of safety issued by the
Panssanian Go vernet I ee f oresee difficulty in detaining
her m life saving ap1icenoes unleae the supp y of such is
clearly below that speoiried in the certifio=te c to,
al that could be done would be to get her surveyed with a
view to stating, in the a:fe f a passenger hi- , how many
passengers ai sh it to carry (eotiun 17 (1) G1 ,
M.s. (safety and d ine CoQrentiofn) Act, 1932 ). I havh
no doubt one een be obstruotive and t di1.aul tie n t'e
way of the ship ailing, but nust beo hary of detainig a
shi p unles we a re et itled sa todo".

A o og of this letter .aa been sent to the roo ipicnts
of your letter.

caur

/ 
-/*

i
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The Chancery,
Paris.

OUT FILE
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the Colonial
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let
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We should be grateful

us have a brief report
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with particular reference to our present
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Dear Chancery,

opie S

We do not of course require
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OUT FiLE
FOREIGN OFFICE,

19th March,

O. w. I.

1947.

(E 2199/84/31)

Dear Chancery,

In connexion with the recent
Jewish illegal immigration movement
through France, the Colonial Office
have asked us whether we can find out
what are the regulations governing
the grant or withholding of clearance
in French ports.

We should be grateful if you
would let us have a brief report on
the position, with particular reference
to pair present problem. We do not of
course require copies of the relevant French
regulations but merely a brief statement
of French practice in this matter.

Yours ever,

Eastern Department.

The Chancery,
British Embassy,

Paris.
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Gypher/OTP

F '20316
WfiYNTAJ 4  -

TO GiLO~i'ICi

Lord Inverchapel,

Maih, 1947,

D: 4.45 a.m.

R: 10.25

12th March,

aan. 12th March,

1947

1947

Repeated to Jerusalem,
Panama.

AAAA

Jerusalei tel egram No.519, to Colonial Off ic e.

Illegal immigrants into Palestine.

New York Times reported on March 7th the presencefor repairs in Norfolk Virginia of "President Warfield".She had been Chesapeake Bay Liner and later a navalauxiliary in the war. Her tonnage is not mentioned buther present crew numbers 40, of whom four fifths are saidto be Jews. Laster is William 2, Schlegel. She carries
only 35 tons of mess kits and lU: jackets. Some of thecrew admit that her destination was Palestine and indicatedt1at se was to follow "Abrl" (see may telegram No 7,378of 1946). _ r 4

2. According to report she was offered for sale byUnited States Marine Commission a year ago and bought byPotomac Shipwrecking Company of Washington in November 1946by whom she was sold to an unnamed New Yorker. Allegedowners, Wet Trading Company of New York, and agents,Alcoa Steams ip Company of New Yk, are both reported tohave denied knowledge of her but an anonymous Jewishsource in hew York is alleged -to have stated that she is)wned by HagaM It also appears from report that she has

I

I
I

C

p use o'anamiaian 1ag.

3. I have already written to trp omitted] Ambassadorrequesting that Panamaian Government should withdrawPanamaian registry from the ship if the facts are confirmed,and have asked Consul at Norfolk and Consul General at NewYork to investigate. Attention of the State Department
has also been drawn to report, which they had not seen.They promised to make enquiries but on legal aspectreferred to reply about Abril contained in my telegw.m
No.7,378 of last year.

3.
further

(sic]
ships.

We have at present no knowledge of any

!,

f v -
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Adrese to S of 8
Repeatedi to the Ambassador

Illegal

Wash ngton,

Immigration.

Reuters report on 8th }:March refers
to "S oetsailin - for Palestin f'rom the 0.8.
of a euaall fleetof illegal imgrants ships)
incluLing a formo0 U.S. Navy vesse1 and a
yacht bought as Governmont surplus". 0 Vessels
are said to have been purchased by Hagana.
Particula case of PRiaID 1 .kFILD is
refr3ed toQ

2 I hall be
on this subjects

grateful any in.foriati on

(cop~eas
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ITSH EMBASSY,

22 5WASHIGTON

Ref .4421/3/47

.+A
: L. :t 6th March 1947

Dear Department,9e1. 0... Co/'

Would you ease refer to correspondence
beginning with o letter 2587/1/46 of 12th October
last and endin with our telegram to the Foreign
Office No. 62 of 26th October regarding certain
ships sold on behalf of the Canadian Government
some of which had been used on resale for the
transport of illegal Jewish immigrants.

These ships had eventually obtained
Panamanian registry and one of them, the "OWEN
SOUND", which was subsequently renamed the "CADIO",
was thought likely to be used for this purpose,
since the two others, the "NORSYD" and the
"BEAUHARNOIS" had been intercepted while carrying
illegal Jewish immigrants, and the "CADIO" herself
was known to have been in Naples on 29th July last.

We now enclose copies of a letter which
we have received from the Panamanian Ambassador in
Washington, together with a translation of the
enclosure, and of our reply. The enclosure to the
Panamanian Ambassador's letter deals with the
"CADIO" and suggests that that particular ship
may in fact have been used for the dispatch of
contraband arms to Greece. We should be interested
to know if you have any further information about
her possible connection with illegal immigration
into Palestine, which we could pass on privately to
the Panamanian Government in order - if necessary -
to urge withdrawal of the Panamanian registry from
the vessel.

We are sending copies of this letter to
Panama, Rome, Athens and Jerusalem.

Yours ever,

Eastern Department,
Foreign Office,

London, S.W.l.

CHANCERY

w r

8, D. C.

)1

.,... h,

.... .- ,

4
19



COPY

PANAMAN IAN EMBASSY
WASHINGTON, D.C.

January 23, 1947

Excellency:

His Excellency the Minister of Foreign Affairs

of Panama has asked me to send to Your Excellency

a copy of the letter addressed to our Consul General

in New York, by the Director of the Consular Section,

Ministry of the Treasury, with regard to several

complaints made by the Charge d'Affairs of Panama in

Rome, Italy, against the S.S. "CADIO", of the Cadio

Compania de Navegacion, S.A.

I am complying now with the request of our

Chancery, for the kind attention of Your Excellency.

I avail myself of this opportunity to reiterate

to Your Excellency the assurances of my highest

consideration,

J.J. VALLARINO

The Right Honorable the Lord Inverchapel

Ambassador of Great Britain

Washington, D.C.



British Embass y, Washington

6th March 1947

Your Excellency,

I have the. honour to acknowledge

receipt of Your Excellency' s letter of the 23rd

January in which you were good enough to enclose

a copy of a letter addressed to the Panamanian

Consul- General

Consular Section

in New York by the Director

of the Ministry

of the

of the Treasury

regarding several complaints made by the Charge

d'Affaires of Panama in Rome against the S.s. "CADIO"

of the Cadio Compania de Navegacion,

I am most

for sending

grateful

me this information,

to Your Excellency

which will be

communicated to my Government.

I have the honour

Sir,

Your Excellenoy's most

humble

obedient,

Servant,

His Excellency
Senor Dr. Don J.J. V

Ambassador E.& P.
Washington, D.C.

allarino,
of Panama,

INVERCHAPEL

0 70

the

S.A.

to be,
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24 (60/K-20/47)

HIS Majesty's Minister
presents his compliments to Prin.8. of S. A

and has the honour to transmit to hfm the unde -f *bMd

documen . E 2 2
B h....

......... a a a .......

~ba~Ti7

Reference to previous c

Foreign Of

orrespondence:

fice te a N O

Description of Enclosure. 7)

30'

Name and Date.

Note No.50
. _i Q . C 1

Cuban State Department,
of 15th February 1947.

Subject.

Cuban visas being
used to facilitate
Jewish illegal
immigration traffic.

3479A [30397] (8)

74 K

to



NO.BRITISH LArJWATION
(68/-20/47)

HAVANA,

15th February 1947.

Your xo elleney,

I have the honour to inform Your Excelleny

on telegraohie instrutions which I have received from Lis

Majesty's Principal secretary of State for Foreign Affairs

that two Jewish illegal vessels, the "UTLtUA" and the "UERICA

NAPOLI", recently embarked apprzimately 600 Jews each at

Trelleborg ($weden) and Sete (South France) respectively.

Both parties held Cuban visas. It is also reported that

another vessel,the "SAN MIGOUL 4r, is collecting 700 Jews with

Cuban visas at Tete. The "ULUA" and the "MER ICA NAPoLI"

have already arrived in Palenttne wAters and the other ship

is likely to follow shortly.

I am to point qut to Your Rxoellency that

visas for Cuba are being used to facilitate Jewish illegal

immigratica traffic (with consequent embarrasstent to His

Majesty's Government), and to expree the urgent hope that

Your Excelleney's Goverrament will investigate the circumstances

in which the visas have been granted. If as seems likely

the visas are forged Your :xcellencry's Goverrnent will no

doubt take steps to put a stop to this practice as it is

quite evident that the holders of these visas never intended

to travel to Cubs.

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to

Your Exelleney the assurance of . highest consideration.

His Excellenby,
efor Rafael P. Gonsales ui o, J. L. DODDS

Minister of State of the
Republic of Cuba,

Ministry of State
HVNA A.
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79INWAIlD TELEGRAM

Cory.

Cypher (o.T.P.)

(Gen. Sir A. wrningham)

1). 28th February,
.R. 28th i

1947.
"! 13.3o hr3.

No.439 Secret.

illegal Immigra t Ion.

There are persistent report that hips arriving inthe near Future (e.g. ULUA) will carry American crews, theobjective being to embroil us with the U.S. over any untoward
incidents or prosecutions which may result. If' these areon board when ships are apprehended and can be identified, theywill be prosecu ted Zor abetting illegal immigration. You maywish to consider whether it would be desirable to give the
U.S - authorities advance notification of this intention,Copies 8011 to;-
No.10 Downing Street P.S. to. Prime Minis ter,
Lord President - Private Secretary.
Admiralty .- Private Secretary.

'9

war Office

"(Mt.O.4.

Air Ministry
ft /

Cabinet Officeas

Foreign Office
Vt It

)
)

M.I.5.
Mini8 try of Transporb
Pori orre Research Depth

a' Fir Sea Lord.
'Mr. G. C. B. Dodda.
~ Private Secre tary0
-~ C4I;G. 8.
- Lt.Col, J.G. Atkiason.

Lt. Ool. W. Gore.
- Chief of Air Staff'.
- Private Secfretary.
-' Sir N. Brook.,
-- Ir. E1.A. Arms trong.
-. ?vivate Secre tary.
- Mr. C.W. Baxter.

- Lr. Beith,.
- Private Secretary.

Sir H. ilson Smith.
- Defence Registry.
-Mr. j.C.:b6r son.

- Private Secretary.
- Air Commodore .K.C.Buss.

- Private Sece tary.

,,

Minis try
Ht

'1

of Defence
tt ft

1t 9I

FRMPALEST3NE

1
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I E L2230DI
76021/46A/47. - March 1947.

Thank you for your letter E.1587/84/31 of the 6th March
asking that the master and crew of the "Ulua" should be
prosecuted in the Palestine Courts.

You will probably now have seen Palestine telegram No.
439, of which I enclose a copy for ease of reference, from
which you will see that this is in fact the High Commissioner's
intention if the crew can be identified; while according to
Press reports the American crew of the "Abril" are to appear
before a district court in the next few days. I gather that
when Higham and Beith discussed this telegram the Foreign
Office view was that it was unnecessary to give the United
States authorities advance notification of the intention to
take action against any American members of the crew, since
United States nationals must expect to pay the normal
penalties for any infringements of the laws of Palestine.

I can assure you that it is with very great regret that
the Palestine Government have had to abandon proceedings
against the crews of earlier arrivals. Since Palestine
cannot legislate with extra-territorial effect, prosecutions
can be successfully pursued only if it can be proved to
the Court that the offence of abetting illegal immigration
has been committed inside territorial waters. Those on
board illegal immigrant ships are well aware of this and
take due precautions to ensure that no evidence can be found
against the crews. In some cases the crews have been
battened down under hatches to give the appearance of
their having been overpowered by the passengers. It looks
as if the "Abril" crew have either not been very clever,
or else are deliberately seeking martyrdom, in order that
the American League may use their arrest to try to raise
a storm in the United States over detention by the British

/of, . . . ...

SIi ROBERT HOWE, K.C.M.G.



f MA jg
o United Stales nationals engaged in the humanitarian

t otajng Jewish refugees "home",

A ffurther difficulty is that in many cases recentlythe crews have been taken off by smaller vessels beforethe ships started on the' last stage off theiib voyage toPalestine. In other casethehe crews have been Jews whohave mingled with the main body of immigrants.

We will certainly keep you informed of any develop-ments in regard to the crew of the tUlua" and that of the'Abril", and we shall ask the High Commissioner to repeatany telegrams or despatches on this subject to Washington.

You mt: have heard from Garran that the question ofaction on other lines has not been neglected.
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- I
No. 612$/i2/

HIS Majesty's Ambassador at Washington presents his

m pliments to His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for

Foreign Affairs and has the honour to transmit to him the under-

mentioned documents.

British Embassy

Washington, D. C.

iOth jEah12,220

Reference to previous correspondence:

Description of Enclosure.

Name and Date.

Copy of letter to
Panamanian Ambassador
Washington, 10th
March, and enclosure.

Subject.

New York Times report
on "PRESIDENT WARS
FIELD".

-d sN ..

YY y'

y .. ... r ...



S.

Ref: 84/21/47

Yor Es elleney,

I have the honour to invite Ya E!ellenay's

attention Ob the enclosed cutting from Page 45 of the

New York Times of lareh 7th regarding the 58,

0PREIDENT WAFIR "LD, which is new at Norfolk,

Virginia, undergoing repairs. It is indicated in

paragraph 6 of the New York Tims report that this

ship has been transferred to the anamentanflag

and the story indicates that shee say be destined

for the trapeport of illegal Jewish imgrants to

Palestine.

In your let ter of February 13th Yoar Ixoei~uay

was good nugh to inform ae with regard to the vssel
UAML. (the thought to be named NARTI!i), *oh is

also mentioned in this report, that instructions had

been seat to the Psansanian Consulneral in New York

His Nuelleny /to
80? r. Don .J. Vallertao,
Ambaade rL P., of Panaea,

Washingtoa D.



to refuse. Panamanian. egisty to her, so as to
prerxnt vessels flying the Panaa4ax flag from
being used for illegal ativities. Zn view of this
expression of the Panamaian Government'g policy in
regard to such ships, I should be most grateful,

hould the New York Times story prove to be sub.
etantially aeurate, if Your 3oelIney would request

the Panamanian Government to withdraw Panamanian

registry from the "PRESIDENT WAR EL". I shall be
happy to provide any further infration whieh may

come to my attention about the ship, and I have no

doubt that Your Excellency will also be anxious to

avoid any incident whieh might arise should improper

use be made of her.

I hv. the honour to be, Sir,

Your Excellency's most obedient,

humble Bervant,

JOHN BALFOUR (Signed)

FOR THE AAUADDEj,

i



ARTICLE FROM NEW YORK TIMlES , ARCH 7th, 1947

PALEST INBOUND TY

Trim Little Craft, Repor
Immigrants Through Briti

l Fitted Out in Secret to Run
Blockade, Awaits Repairs

By George Horne

A dark aura of mystery surrounded the trim little
Chesapeake Bay liner President Warfield as she lay in the
waters of Hampton Roads yesterday awaiting a survey for
damage repairs. En route across the Atlantic to a destination
and a service of which her crew spoke vaguely, the small
passenger craft last week entered the severe Atlantic storm
area and was towed into Norfolk With sea-water entering
through sprung seams.

arrying :a
it made up of such
manned by a crew;o
mystery ship on Fe
Ostensibly bound f
for Chinese waters

cargo of only thirty-five tons - most oI
items as life jackets and mess-kits -

f forty, she first took on the role of
b. 25 when she sailed from Baltimore.
or China, she admittedly carried no sea
.

Her crew was 80 per cent Jewish. The first mate was
Jewish, and some of the seamen admitted that they were going
to Palestine. Several were born there, they said. They
indicated that the President Warfield would sail in the wake
of the little yacht Abril and other craft bought here in
the surplus ship market and secretly fitted out to run
unticketed immigrants through the British blockade to
Palestine.

Capt. William S. Schlegel, master of the
in Baltimore that he knew nothing of the ship's
destiny and that his job was merely to take her
He will leave the vessel there, he said.

Warfield, said
ultimate
to Palestine.

An attempt to trace the various steps by which she
passed from the role of valiant Navy auxiliary to that of
a bare-decked craft carrying thirty-five tons of mess-kits
and life jackets to "China" only heightened the mystery.

Her passing from the American flag to that of Panama
was bemoaned by members of . the Steamship Historical Society,
a group of ship lovers who sing praises of the. convoy of
eight little ships that fought their way into the Atlantic
on a stormy winter night in 1942.

There was the Warfield; two of the once-popular
Boston boats, the Boston and New York, and another Chesapeake
Bay liner, the Yorktown. There were the Northland and South-
land, the Nashua and New Bedford. They were on loan to the
British then, and the British called;them "skimming dishes"
Only five of them got to the British Isles, and one was
the Warfield.

Frank 0. Braynard, editor of the historical organiza-
tion's paper, "Steamboat Bill of Facts " riffling through
his records on famous boats, told how he small ships were
heavily boarded up and bulwarked and hoW later the Gergnans
claimed they had suenk three vessels of the Queen Mary class.
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Back in the United States reserve fleet, the Warfield
was broken out and offeredforsale theMaritime
Commission a year ago. On Nov.11 1946 asheWas sold on anunrestricted basis to the Potodae hipwrecking Company,
Washington. She bright $8,o?8, and two days later,
according to unconfirmed report, the company was offered
$40,000 for her. The Potomac concern refused to give the
name of the purchaser, saying only that.it was "a man
in New York".

In Norfolk, where the battered craft awaited repairs
yesterday, crew men said that the AlcoaSteamship Company
was her agent, and referred inquiries there. They also
said the owner was the Weston Trading Company of 24 Stone St.
New York.

At
spokesman
Warfield,
No Weston

the headquarters of Alcoa
for the line said it nevez
and that it certainly had
Trading Company is listed

at 17 Battery Place, a
r heard of the President
nothing to do with her.
in the telephone book.

In the old-fashioned office building on Stone Street,
however, on the fifth floor, in a cubicle room crowded by a
desk, several chairs and five men almost elbow to elbow, was
the office. The door had the legend "Marine Surveyor" and,
below it, "Weston Trading Company".

At the desk one
security box. Another
telephone on the wall

man was counting money in a steel
was whispering at the coin-box

as messages came in.

A third told a reporter yes. the company bought the
President Warfield but any inquiries would have to go to
Capt. E. Weiss at Alcoa's Norfolk office. That completed
the circle

An authoritative Palestine source in New York,
requesting anonymity, provided another clue. "She is owned
by Haganah, the Palestine underground organization," he
said. He provided an unlisted telephone number and a name.

The
How do you

man answering there
spell it?"

said "Waffield? Warfield?
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yp he r/OTP DJPARTME1'L NO. I

FROM WASHINGTON TO FOREIGN OFFICE

Lord Inverchapel
No. 1755
22nd March, 1947.

D. 12.37 p.m. 22nd March, 1947.

R. 7.20 p.m. 22nd March, 1947.

Repeated to Jerusalem
Tegucigalpa.

0000

My telegram No. 1744.
Palestine.

Illegal immigrants into

Information just received from Norfolk indicates
that repairs to "President Warfield" have in fact
been completed and that the ship left on March 20th
for Philadelphia where she will take coal and then

VAR proceed to Marseilles. Consul General Philadelphia
is being asked to ascertain her date af departure

Triijg there if possible.
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on]

Cypher/OTP. C4INET DISTRIBUTION

Mr. Peake.

21st March, 1947.

FROM 3B0RADE TO FOREIGN OFFIE.

D. 10.45 a.m. 25rd March, 1947.

R. 1.50 p.m. 25rd March, 1947.

Repeated to Washiton
Bri tii Middle East office Cairo.
Paris,
Rome.

Your telegram No.615.P 'U

Illegal immigration of Jews.

AR

5 'J&.

F,

/" M~

1 5 ,.,{

. . VF

f

So far as imy information goes there has been
no traff.c o illegal Jewish immigants across
Yu siavia rnce the matter was taken up in December
a : January see correspondence ending with Belgade

'telepam No,.2.). Moreover despite the fact tha no
reply has been rec ived to the letter addressed to the
Mar .al (see PL.No.6/1/47) general attitude of the
members of the Yugoslav Government is such that whatever
may have happened in the past it apears tb t they
are no loraer permittingtraffic of Illegal immigrants
across their country.

2. 1 shall watch the situation closely but unless

you have information indicating that this traffic has re-
started, I would prefer not to urge the Yugoslav Govern-
mert to do sathing which, as far as I am aware,
hey are already doing.

reignn Office pPSato Wa h.tgto, ritish Middle
ast Office Cairo and Paris as my ti egraiasar.54, I

and 18 respectively.

[Repeated to Washi gton, British Middle East Office
Cairo and Saving Paris1.
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E 2592/84/31

En Clair DEPA RTMENTAL

FROM FOREIGN

No. 771

1st April 1947.

OFFICE TO BELGRADE .

D. 2.16 p.m. 1st April

Your telegram No. 567 [of March
illelX immigration], paragraph 2.

I agree.
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DEPARTI----AL NO.
FROM WA INGTONt/ O -.OR ...IG . .FFICE~r

Lord Inverchapel.
No.1795

24th March, 1947.

D. 7.52 p.m.

R. 2.20 a.n.

24th March,

25th March,

Repeated to Jerusalem
Tegucigalpa (Saving)

i I I 0

My telegram No.1755.

Illegal immigration into Palestine.

Consul General at Philadelphia discovered that
"President Warfield" was in Philadelphia on the morning
of March 22nd and was to take oil (not coal). At our
request Honduranean.Ambassador instructed his Acting
Consul General New York to go to Philadelphia and take
away ship's Honduranean registry. On arrival in
Philadelphia he reported that the ship had already left.
We thereupon enquired of [gp. undec. ?His Majesty's
Consul Generall if this were, true and on learning from
him that she had merely chaziged her berth and was still
there, we again approached tIonduranean Ambassador.

2. Honduranean Ambassador has now informed us that
he has telegraphed to Chief of the Customs at Philadelphia,
apparently to inform him that ship's Honduranean registry
has been withdrawn and has instructed Acting Honduranean
Consul General New York to proceed again to'Philadelphia
to take away the ship's papers. I will telegraph again
as soon as result of this action is known.
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